
Congress fighting to aid economy, Carnahan says

    Delivers State of the District Address
  

By Kevin Carbery, Jefferson County Journal

  

The economy stinks, but there are people hard at work trying to improve the situation.

That was the gist of Monday afternoon's State of the District Address from United States Rep.
Russ Carnahan, D-3rd District, at Festus City Hall .

The building's small council chamber and front hallway were jam-packed with area elected
officials and citizens, easily more than 100 people.

After brief introductions from Festus Mayor Earl Cook Jr. and Jefferson County Board of
Executives member Chuck Banks, Carnahan took the podium.

Carnahan began his address by underscoring the gravity of the nation's economic situation. He
noted that in January alone, 600,000 jobs were lost, the worst month since 1974 and the 13th
straight month of job losses. The national unemployment rate has reached 7.2 percent, the
highest in 15 years, he said.

"Since the recession began in December 2007, a record 3.6 million American jobs have been
lost, with one half of this decline occurring in the past three months alone - the worst record
since the Depression," he said.

Carnahan said that Missouri 's unemployment rate in December was 7.3 percent, almost
200,000 workers. That figure was almost 1.5 percent higher than the same time the year before.

To combat the alarming unemployment figures, the House of Representatives last week passed
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, he said. The Senate is scheduled to consider
the legislation this week, he added.

"Economists across the political spectrum agree that unless the Congress acts to stem the tide
of unemployment and disappearing jobs, the American economy will continue to spiral
downward and delay recovery," he told those assembled.

Carnahan said the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act is intended to create and save 3
million to 4 million jobs and to begin transforming the economy with $250 billion in economic
recovery tax cuts and $550 billion in targeted infrastructure investments, with accountability.

"As promised by President Obama, the plan before Congress gives 95 percent of Americans an
immediate tax cut and spurs investment in job growth for American business," he said.

Missouri will save or create 71,030 jobs through the legislation, Carnahan asserted. That would
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decrease the state's unemployment rate by 2.2 percent.

He added that the act would invest in the nation's crumbling roads and bridges. States have an
estimated 5,100 projects totaling $64 billion that could be awarded in 180 days, he said. In
addition, the plan provides for science facilities and research to develop new technologies,
including broadband Internet expansion into rural and other underserved areas.

Carnahan also touched on the need for adequately funding education and for the country to
make major investments in renewable energy.

Following his address, Carnahan held a question-and-answer session. Virtually every question
from the crowd touched in some way on the economy.

One woman, who said her business is finding jobs for other people, said that those in authority
need to change the way they look at hiring people.

"The more we can localize these decisions, the better off we're going to be," Carnahan
responded.

Several of those asking questions indicated they had doubts that the stimulus package would
be implemented efficiently and effectively.

Most economists agree that having tax cuts and investing in the country's infrastructure are the
best ways to fight the economic crisis, the congressman stated.

Following the session, Cook said he was glad to have hosted Carnahan's State of the District
Address.

"I think the address was very informative," the Festus mayor said. "Whether anything can be
done, I really don't know. It will depend on all members of Congress."

De Soto Mayor Werner Stichling said he was pleased to hear of what is being done in Congress
for the economy, though, he also wonders if strides are taking place.

"It seems like they're addressing the concerns people are stating," Stichling said. "It's too early
to know if it's having any effect. At least they've moving in a forward direction."

Carnahan was scheduled to give a second State of the District Address later in the day in
Affton. 
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